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21. Motions 3 - 6 
 Amendments to Motions 2 and 4 are attached. 
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Amendment to Planning Motion 
 
Proposer: Councillor Marilyn Ashton 
Seconder: Councillor Stephen Greek 
 
This Council notes that 
 

• it has allowed its Local Plan to become outdated, with large parts of the Local Plan becoming obsolete due 
to the newly adopted London Plan. 

• it has not adopted a Tall Buildings SPD to ensure that we can refuse tower blocks outside of the 
Opportunity Area. 

• it has not adopted local policies to resist the growing number of family dwelling houses being converted 
into flats and HMOs. 

 
This Council believes planning works best when developers and the local community work together to shape local 
areas and deliver necessary new homes; 
  
This Council therefore calls on the Government to 
  

• protect the right of communities to object to individual planning applications 

• undertake a review of permitted development rights 

• implement stronger controls to ensure Ministers that any individuals making decisions on planning 
applications are not connected, financially or personally, with developers or related parties to the 
application 

  
The Council instructs the Chief Executive to write to the three Harrow Members of Parliament – Gareth Thomas, Bob 
Blackman and David Simmonds – to inform them of this motion, seek their support for the points made, and their 
commitment to oppose any changes that seek to reduce the rights of communities to object to individual planning 
application and for the letters and any responses to be published for residents. 
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Labour Amended Motion to Deliver a Better Built 
Environment in Harrow 

 

Harrow, like many London boroughs, has seen extensive changes in the built environment 

over the last decade. As the demand for housing has risen, Harrow has seen a significant 

increase in high-rise buildings as well as the conversion of family homes into flats and 

HMOs. 

This Council notes: 

▪ The Planning Policy Working Group (PPWG) has recently considered a draft of a 

Small Sites Design Code Supplementary Planning Document (SPD). 

o This document is currently private and confidential. However, it is noted that 

there is no mention of limiting the number conversions of single-family 

dwellings into flats or HMOs. 

▪ In recent years there has been a notable increase in HMOs and conversions of family 

homes into flats. 

▪ Large HMOs and conversions of houses into flats runs contrary to the suburban and 

family focused character of our borough. 

▪ The strain that these additional units (in the form of conversions and HMOs) can put 

on our existing infrastructure. 

▪ This resolution is designed to assist the Council in having the tools to be able 

to win an appeal on excessive numbers of conversions and HMOs. 

This Council resolves: 

▪ To protect the suburban and family friendly character of Harrow’s housing stock. 

▪ To reaffirm its commitment to putting quality housing for families front and centre of 

our borough’s planning policy. 

▪ In addition to the Small Sites Design Code SPD, this Council asks the PPWG to also 

consider: 

o Adopting a policy which would limit the number of conversions of family 

houses in any street to no more than 20% of the total housing stock in the 

street. 

o Adopting a policy which would limit the number of large HMOs (six or more 

tenants) in any street to no more than 10% of the total housing stock in the 

street. 

 

Amendment Proposed by  Cllr Kiran Ramchandani  

Amendment Seconded by  Cllr Graham Henson 
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