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Trading Standards 

Brent Civic Centre 

Engineers Way 

Wembley HA9 0FJ 

  

 

www.brent.gov.uk 
 

 

Brent and Harrow Trading Standards Service 

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP 

Date : Thursday 6 June 2019 

 

Dear Sir / Madam 

 

Licensing Act 2003 

 

I am employed by the London Boroughs of Brent and Harrow Trading Standards Service as a Regulatory 

Team Leader.  I am authorised to enforce various statutes including the Consumer Protection Act 1987 

and the Consumer Protection from Unfair Trading Regulations 2008, Tobacco and Related Products 

Regulations 2016 and the Standardised Packaging of Tobacco Products Regulations 2015. 

 

On 27 June 2013 at D&D Ro Ltd situated at 181 Burnt Oak Broadway, HA8 5EH trading as Carniprod 

whilst working in partnership with HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC) Officers to check for compliance of 

tobacco and alcohol being sold within the borough, HMRC seized a total of 1,920 (96 Packets of 20s) non 

duty paid tobacco from the premises, as they failed to display compliant fiscal markings, contrary to 

Regulation 22 of the Tobacco Product Regulations 2001.  400 (20 Packets) of these were seized from 

underneath the counter and 1,520 were found and seized at the back of the shop in a store room in a 

bathroom wall cabinet above the sink. 59 children DVDs displayed on the shop floor were also seized as 

officers had reasons to believe that they were counterfeits furthermore they did not display the correct 

BBFC certification. 

 

A simple caution was issued to Mr Duta although no record of the signed caution was retained on file. 

 

On the 30 November 2015, an Enforcement Officer with Brent and Harrow Trading Standards Service 

made a test purchase of cigarettes from D&D Ro Ltd situated at 181 Burnt Oak Broadway, HA8 5EH 

trading as Carniprod, the motive was to discover if they were selling illegal cigarettes. He asked for cheap 

Marlboro and was offered and purchased Romanian cigarettes. As a result of this a team of officers along 

with a sniffer dog visited the business on 16 December 2015.  

 

During this visit the officers carried out an inspection of the premises and seized 118 packets of 

cigarettes of 20s cigarettes (2,360), 3 tubs of losse tobacco (125gms) these were seized as they had 

foreign warnings and none of the products had the correct Health Warnings as required and prescribed 

by the Tobacco Products (Manufacture, Presentation and Sale) (Safety) Regulations 2002 as amended. 22 

bottles of Glens Vodka (70cl) were also seizzed as the officers had reasons to believe they were 

counterfeit. 

To Harrow Licensing Team via email 
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On the 17 December samples of the Glens Vodka were posted to Mr Tom Taylor at the Loch Lomond 

Group, with a request that they verify if the product was counterfeit. On the 5th February 2016 we 

received confirmation from Mr T Taylor at Loch Lomond Group confirming that the samples of Glens 

Vodka submitted to them for examination were counterfeit and had not been produced by the Loch 

Lomond Group. 

 

On the 8th February Mr Iulian Duta the Director of D & D Ro Limited the company who operate the shop 

which trades as Carniprod or Magazin Romanesc was interviewed under caution in accordance in 

accordance with the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984. 

 

Mr Duta said at interview that: 

 

 When he started the business friends provided him with advice. 

 The young lady in the shop at the time of our visit, was just a part time sales person and made no 

buying decisions. 

 On the 16th December he was in Romania, as he had a doctor’s appointment. He was away for two 

months November to January.  

 A friend came from Romania to look after the business, but since the problem at the shop he had 

returned to Romania permanently. 

 Asked about the stock we seized (cigarettes) he said that others had brought the stock in. 

 He did not comment on the medicines. 

 He admitted that it showed poor control of the business, but now he is feeling better he will take 

care of things. 

 There are now no cigarettes in the shop, illegal or otherwise. 

 When asked about the tobacco on open display, he asked about having a special cabinet and he was 

told that advice would be given after the interview. 

 It was established that he knew what a trademark was. 

 The counterfeit Glens was bought from an unknown person who walked in off the street, he had no 

details of who the person was.  

 To prevent future failings, he says he will be at the shop every day, he signed a caution in 2014 for 

illegal cigarettes. 

 

On 6 September 2016, Mr Duta appeared before Willesden Magistrates court and pleaded guilty as 

Director of D & D Ro Limited for following a seizure of illicit tobacco products and counterfeit vodka 

seized from the shop on 16th December 2015, resulting in a combined fine of £1,465.00 and £1,000.00 

costs. 

 

On 27 September 2016 as part of a Harrow Day of Action Trading Standards Enforcement Officers and 

Officers from the Metropolitan Police visited D&D Ro Ltd situated at 181 Burnt Oak Broadway, HA8 5EH, 

trading as Carniprod to check the if they were selling illegal cigarettes.  

 

During this visit officers carried out an inspection of the premises and seized illegal tobacco products in 

plastic bags hanging aroung the till and also found some in a wooden platform behind the till. A small 

quantity of cigarettes were also discovered in the store room. A total of 36 packets of 20s cigarettes 

(720) and 5 tobacco pouches totalling 850g of tobacco. These were seized as they had foreign warnings 
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and none of the products had the correct Health Warnings as required and prescribed by the Tobacco 

Products (Manufacture, Presentation and Sale) (Safety) Regulations 2002 as amended. 

 

On 24th October 2016 Mr Iulian Duta the Director of D & D Ro Limited was interviewed under caution 

and under the provisions of PACE. The main points of the interview are as follows: 

 

 He confirmed he was sole director for D&D Ro Ltd and their only trading premises was 181 Burnt 

Oak Broadway. 

 He explained that he had two members of part-time staff, one of which, was present on the day of 

our office. 

 He claimed to be unaware that the tobacco was on his premises and that the worker admitted to him 

after our visit that she had brought it to sell herself. 

 He claimed to make regular checks at his shop to ensure illicit tobacco was not being sold or stored 

by his staff and couldn’t give a reasonable explanation as to why he had not found it. 

 

On 18th April 2017, Mr Duta appeared before Willesden Magistrates court and pleaded guilty as Director 

of D & D Ro Limited, resulting in a combined fine of £1,465.00 and £1,000.00 costs 

 

On 8th March 2019, Trading Standards and Licensing Police visited D&D Ro Ltd t/a Carniprod, 181 

Burntoak Broadway, HA8 5EH where upon arrival a box was found being placed behind the counter by 

Mr Iulian Duta’s 14-year-old son. The contents of the bag were inspected and found to contain 68 packs 

of foreign labelled cigarettes. These were seized as they failed to comply with the Tobacco and Related 

Products Regulations 2016 and the Standardised Packaging of Tobacco Products Regulations 2015. 

A subsequent search was carried out of the premises where a further 8 packs of foreign labelled 

cigarettes were found near the shops till. 

 

In view of the above, criminal offences may have been committed by D&D Ro Ltd and its company 

director Mr Duta. This matter is still being considered by Trading Standards. 

 

It is clear from this Service’s dealing with D&D Ro Ltd trading as Carniprod and its Director Mr Duta are 

not attempting to uphold the law and the licensing objective of prevention of Crime and disorder. The 

control over this business has been non-existent with clear disregard of any regulations and basic 

legitimate trading practices that busniesses are expected to follow. One thing that has been evident in 

this whole matter is the absence of the Premises License holder and the Designated Premises Surpervisor 

Georgiana Monica Craciunescu with very little or even no evidence of her ever attending the License 

premise. 

 

The purchase of non-compliant goods from persons who are also tradingillegally is of grave concern as 

there is no traceability here. 

 

I am in the opinion that the above evidences that the following licensing objectives are not being upheld; 

 

1. The prevention of crime and disorder 

2. Public safety 
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As a responsible authority and taking into consideration the issues outlined above, we ask for revokation 

of the Premises License. 

 

Yours faithfully 

Samuel Abdullahi 

Regulatory Team Leader 
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