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Harrow on the Hill




Section 1:
Summary

1.1 This report updates Committee on the “flagpole” telecommunications macrocell installation that was the subject of a Discontinuance Order in March 2004.

Decision Required

Recommendation (for decision by the Development Control Committee)

1) The Committee note the position on the “flagpole” telecommunications installation and instruct Officers to submit a further report to the October meeting to consider the implications arising from the confirmation of the Discontinuance Order.

2) The Committee note the position (in para 2.10 of this report) that a full report on the Orange Microcell installation (2 microcell boxes and an equipment cabinet) will be reported to the September Committee.

Reason for report:

To provide the Committee with further information and secure its decision on how to proceed.

Benefits:

Would arise from the resolution of an unacceptable planning situation.

Cost of Proposals:

None in connection with the recommendation.

Risks:

The situation in respect of the unauthorised remains to be resolved in as timely a manner as possible.

Implications if recommendation rejected:

See Risks comment.

Section 2:
Report:

Brief History, Policy Context (Including Previous Decisions)

2.1 See Section 2.3 et al.

Relevance to Corporate Priorities

2.2
This report addresses the Council’s stated priority of enhancing the environment of the Borough.

Background Information and Options Considered


3G “Flagpole” Macrocell Installation

2.3
Members will be aware of the history of the “flagpole” installation on the roof of No. 102 High Street Harrow on the Hill.  On 17 March 2004 this Committee considered a detailed report and resolved to make a Discontinuance Order in respect of a Hutchison 3G Mobile Phone Base Station (the flagpole installation), installed on the roof of 102 High Street under planning permission reference WEST/456/02/FUL, for the following reasons:

(i)
the development, by reason of its height and prominence, is unduly obtrusive and detrimental to the character and appearance of this part of the Conservation Area;


(ii)
the development, by reason of its height and prominence, is unduly obtrusive and detracts from the visual amenity of neighbouring residents and occupiers and of the street scene in general.

2.4
The Committee also resolved to agree that:

(i) the development, by reason of the perception and / or fear of health effects would not be detrimental to the residential amenity of neighbouring residents and occupiers; and

(ii) the decision to grant planning permission was not plainly wrong (in planning terms).

2.5
A Discontinuance Order was made under Section 102 of the Town & Country Planning Act 1990 by Harrow Council on 12 May 2004.  The Order required that the use of the land (for telecommunication purposes) be discontinued, and the works (comprising a mobile phone base station and associated equipment) be removed within a period of 28 days from the date of service of the Order.

2.6
The outcome of this decision was that an appeal was lodged to be the subject of a public inquiry (subsequently heard in June 2005).

2.7
The outcome of this inquiry was that on 12th May 2006 the Secretary of State agreed with the Inspector’s conclusions, accepted his overall recommendation, dismissed the appeal and upheld the Order made by the council without modification.


Orange Microcell Installation

2.7
Meanwhile, the Council had received a complaint (in 2004) that telecommunications equipment, additional to the flagpole, had been erected at the rear of 104 High Street (at some time in February 2004).  A site visit revealed a small telecommunications equipment cabinet (sited against the rear wall of 104 High Street) owned by Orange.  Subsequent investigation also revealed that the cabinet formed part of a telecommunications micro-system, with cabling to two small wall-mounted antennae on the front wall at 102 High Street and on the flank wall of 106 High Street.  No complaints had been received in respect of the two microcell antennae installed on the street frontages.

2.7
A detailed report on the Orange microcell installation was submitted to the Development Control Committee on 7 September 2004.  

2.8
The Committee resolved on 7 September 2004:


“That a decision on this matter be deferred to allow officers to investigate the points raised above (and submit a further report on this matter to a future meeting of the Committee.”

2.9
Having considered the further report to the 16 November 2005 meeting, Development Control Committee again resolved to defer consideration to await the outcome of the Discontinuance Order inquiry.

2.10
A further detailed report on the Orange microcell installation will be submitted to Committee on Wednesday 6 September 2006


Conclusion

2.11
A further report on the necessary action to be taken in respect of the cessation of the use and the removal of the equipment will be submitted to a future meeting of the Development Control Committee.

Consultation with Ward Councillors

2.12
None

Financial Implications

2.13
None at this stage.

Legal Observations

2.14
Included in the report.

Section 17 Crime and Disorder Act 1998 Considerations
2.15
None.

Section 3:
Supporting Information / Background Documents

Discontinuance Order appeal decision
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